COURBET

GENERAL NOTES

This model is aimed at the moderate to advanced modeller and it’s construction should not pose too many problems for those in this group. The quality of the build is dependant on the accuracy of the cutting and assembly of the parts as well as the use of a good glue.

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS

* – Laminate to card of about 0.8 – 1mm thickness.

" – Cut
L – Left-hand part
R – Right hand part.

CONSTRUCTION GUIDE

Hull

We begin the construction of the hull by laminating the elements of the framework to card of between 0.8 – 1mm thickness. Assembly of the framework is shown in detail on drawings 1-5. Next we assemble the bottom of the hull, starting with the sides of the bow and stern. Then, we stick on part 8. This is the central skin panel for the bottom of the hull and was designed in an unusual way. We begin sticking this element by carefully aligning the ends with the form of the ribs. To the ribs, we also stick the belts (parts 8a-8g) which will aid the fixing. Part 8 is first stuck to element E1 and then we stick on the side sections.

The installation of the rudder and screws is shown on sketch 6.

The ships sides and decks we assemble according to drawings 7-11 but before we stick all these elements, it is necessary to assemble the 22 small 138mm gun positions. (Sketch 12). At the last point where the ship’s sides meet the bottom hull skins, we mask the joins with the black strips provided on one of the framework sheets.

Additional decks

The construction of the additional decks is shown in detail on drawings 13-18. The parts are stuck together in numerical order.

Note: The first smoke stack has one white coloured band (part 57c), the second smoke stack has ladders on the stern side and the third is smooth. Collar 57j is stuck to the stern smoke stack and the piece must fall away on the stern side.

Gangway part 52 links the deckhouse part 51 with deck part 2a. Insert the four gangways in the spaces in part 51 and two in toeard the bow passed the second turret (part 84b).

Gangway part 60b links platform part 60, 60a with deckhouse part 51, 51a. Gangway 60e links  platform 60 on the right-hand side of the stern to the deckhouse 58. The crooked gangway is positioned by inserting it in the spaces between barriers part 60dR. The end of gangway 60e is attached to the sloping section of the deckhouse part 58. Gangway 71b links platform 71 with deck 2b. Gangways marked on the foreward side of  platform 71 links it with element 70e  (boat rack, drawing 19). To platform 72, stick the bottom strengtheners 72c and to platform 73, strengtheners 73c.

Note: Both of the main mast columns 65 and 65a are linked with the help of part 65b.

Armament

The method of assembling the armament is shown on drawing 21. The turrets can be assembled in an easier form with static barrels or a more complex version with barrels capable of elevating. In the second version, it is necessary to assemble the complete framework for the turret and then cut out the black gap in the front.

Assembly of the 47mm light field guns are shown on drawing 22.

Note: For modelers wishing to build the turrets with the capability to rotate, there are marks at the center  where the axis, made from a pin or toothpick, should be fixed.

Deck and boat equipment

The following elements should not pose much difficulty (Drawings 23-32). If you look at the drawings, you will see the distribution of these elements.

Large searchlights part 77 are stuck to deck 2a and 2b, smaller part 76 on platform 64d, e and platform 73.

Compass 78 is stuck as the first one from the bow on the side of platform 64, compass 79 is second. Compasses 80 are stuck: two on part 60 (on the stern part) and 4 on part 72. Compass 78 is assembled in the following way: element 78 is stuck together in the shape of a cone. On the top is stuck dial 78a and side elements 78b. Similarly, compass 79 is assembled. The base of compass 80 is assembled and the bottom fragments straightened. To the top, we stick the compass dial 80e.

For a better effect, all doors and hatches have been designed so they may be glued directly to the model in the closed position or in the open position.

All that remains to assemble and attach the railings and chains, as well as hang the flags and penants.

