Please note: This translation is provided as a courtesy, only. We cannot guarantee 100% accuracy so please read carefully and study the drawings before proceeding. We cannot accept liability for errors.

MK VI Crusader III
GENERAL NOTES

The complex nature of this model’s hull and turret, as well as the large number of small pieces, makes this quite a difficult build. For this reason, the modeller needs to be confident he has sufficient experience to successfully complete this kit. It requires maximum precision when cutting parts as well as patience when fitting multiple pieces. It is important to follow the numerical sequence of the parts as well as following the construction guide as you assemble the model.

Extra materials you will need are: cardboard of about 0.8mm thickness, thin paper for making joining strips, wire from paperclips, 6 wooden toothpicks around 3mm thick and at least 10mm long for assembling the chassis, two pieces of  plastic/rubber tube or electric cable insulation of 4mm diameter and 4cm long, thin copper electric wire for radio antennas and a container to put them all in.

ADDITIONAL NOTES
*      – Stick on to 0.2mm card.

**      – Stick on to about 0.8mm card.

W    – Remove.

P;L  – Right-hand part ; Left-hand part.
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 – Stick to card, as shown on diagram 10.
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     _ Fold, glue and then cut out.

It’s a good idea to paint the white edges of parts with a suitable colour after you have cut them out as well as the large wire threads of the towing cables (steel grey).

CONSTRUCTION GUIDE

HULL

Parts 1 to 19 (with the exception of 16c) should be laminated to cardboard, cut out and assembled to form the framework as per drawing 1. Try and keep the frame as straight and square as possible as any  deformation will only cause you problems later. Lightly sand the edges where the pieces are joined to give an abrasive edge for the glue to fix firmly. Where it is necessary to fold part of the frame around another section, don’t leave the bend dry, use a few drops of glue at the point of the bend. Test fit and then glue skin panels 20, 21L, and P, 22, 23, 24, 25a and b. Make any corrections necessary to ensure a perfect fit. It’s important to remember not to glue the turret base (part 16) to the frame until after you have glued the rotating joint to it. (parts 16a, 16b, and 16c). Once they have been attached glue the whole section in place. Next, with the aid of the drawings, and in numerical order, add the additional equipment up to part 53.

TURRET
The method for constructing the turret structure is the same as for the hull. After fitting each section of the frame, test fit the appropriate skin panel and adjust as necessary. Drawings 2 and 3 illustrate each stage of the framework and  angles on the joints you need to achieve by trimming or sanding the ribs. Again, it is important to assemble in numerical order at this point because, for example, the movable gun yoke and gun need to be fitted before completing the exterior frame section and skin (parts 75 to 86). The only deviation to this which is possible is to attach the spacer strip to part 75 before fitting part 86b to it. Otherwise it could be difficult to fit the main gun. Complete the skinning of the turret (parts 82 to 89). Complete the construction of the turret by adding the remaining subsidiary elements, following the numerical order shown on the drawings. Antennas AA and BB are made from thin copper electric wire from which the insulation is removed, except for a small section at the bottom.  See diagram 10 for dimensions. The base of antenna BB ( parts 102, 102a, 102b, 102c) are assembled as per diagram 5c and is fixed to the turret in it’s designated spot. Paint both antennas win a suitable colour. For the handle of the spade, we suggest using a toothpick. Glue together the rotary joint ( 16a, b, c) for the turret and fix to the hull.

CHASSIS – GUIDE WHEELS
Refer to drawing 6. Between two discs (part 117), place two discs (part 117a), which will maintain the position of the track. Stick strips (part 118) around  disc parts 117. Join the ends of part 120 to form a ring and attach to disk part 119. Make the wheel hubs from parts 121a, 121b, 121c and then attach them to the outer rims. Next stick the inner wheel sections (part 122). Fold and stick parts 121d, then cut them out and glue them to the designated spots on the wheels. Finally, attach the completed wheels to the shafts which were made earlier as per template XX for the hull. 

CHASSIS – CARRIER WHEELS

Look at diagram 7. Laminate parts 108 with thick card. Next stick parts 107 and 109. Glue together parts 110 into  cones and cap them off with parts 110a and 110b. Stick them to part 107. Now the wheel discs.  Stick the coloured strips (part 111) to 107 with the printed side facing the inside of the wheel and then stick strips part 112 on the back of those with the printed side facing outwards. Pay close attention to diagram 7. Insert the inner sections of the wheels onto the dash line of part 111. (parts 113 and 114). Now to the outside of the wheels. Stick the side rings (part 115) along the dash lines of part 112 and then cap them off with the strips part 116. As with the previous set, we attach the finished wheels to their shafts.

CHASSIS – DRIVE WHEELS

Look at diagram 8. Form and stick together part 123. Laminate parts 124 and 125 and glue them to part 123. Glue parts 126 into rings and stick them to the wheel assembly. It’s a good idea to stick the four halves together so you are left with the two wheels. Pay attention to the placement of the toothed wheel rings. This is important as they need to be able to dovetail with the spaces in the tracks. More experienced modellers may wish to attempt cutting out the openings in part 123. Roll part 127 into tubes and glue. Attach them to the drive wheels. Cap off the drive shafts (part 127) with parts 128a and 128b. Fit the completed drive wheels to their correct position on the hull.

TRACKS

Look at diagram 9. Laminate part 129 to card and cut out. Stick part 130 onto it but offset the two by about 3 links to form a step as shown in diagram 9. Do the same with the other 3 pairs. In this way we create a way of attaching the ends of the tracks. Laminate part 131 to card and cut out the individual pads from the strip. Glue these to the straight bars on part 129. Glue together the two sides of part 132, cut out the individual teeth and stick them to part 130. Lay the tracks across the top of the wheels, curl them around the wheels at either end and along underneath. Once all wheels are in contact with the track, top and bottom, make the final connection to complete the track.

FINAL ASSEMBLY

Now the running gear has been completed, we can form and attach the rear mudguards (133L and P,  134L and P), the front mudguards (135L and P), and air filters (136L and P, 138a and b). Using tubes or thick round wiring of about 4mm diameter, cut 4cm lengths for making the air filter ducts. These go between the air filters (part 136) and the vents (part 38) in the engine bay. Paint them a suitable colour. Assemble them as shown on the drawings. Now stick part 137. Assemble the fire extinguisher (parts 139a – e) and fix it to the mudguard as shown on diagram 10. Assemble the spotlights (140, 140a – d) and reflectors A, B and C (Diagram 5). Spotlight 140a fits on bracket 106 and then is glued to the turret. Spotlights 140B and C are fixed to the front of the hull, reinforced with a piece of wire cut from a paperclip. Continue with the remaining elements in numerical order and with the aid of the diagrams.  Using some wool or string and parts 153,  make the tow ropes and attach them to the hull as shown on the diagrams. Make handles grab holds from wire or staples as shown in the diagrams and attach them to the places marked on the hull. Make the fuel pipe from wire with insulation partially removed and connect it to the secondary fuel tank (parts 141a to 141f). To finish the model, you can hang a pennant from the main antenna and decide for yourself what to do in regards to preserving the model.

We hope you enjoy building this model and achieve great satisfaction from the final result.
